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IoD member Kevin Smyth has been appointed 
chair of the Proskills Northern Ireland 
Sector Skills Council Executive Committee. 
Principal of Project Management Training & 
Facilities and Managing Director of Skyglaze 
Architectural Systems Limited, Kevin has over 
25 years in company management within both 
the construction and engineering sectors. 

Kevin has progressed in his career through 
work-based learning and qualifications and 
has seen the benefits of this learning path for 
employers and employees.  Kevin says, “There 
are, however, perception barriers to work-
based learning which have to be overcome.  
Employers fail to see the added value in a 
qualified workforce over the cost implications.  
Employees lack the motivation to apply 
personal time to achieve the qualification, 

and also fail to 
see the added 
personal value 
in the process.  
Lastly government 
at times cannot 
see the added 
value to funding 
work-based qualifications. Then there is the 
condition of essential skills which is a topic on 
its own”. 

Project Management Training & Facilities 
provides occupational training and assessment 
services to Northern Ireland’s training provider 
network as well as to private clients within the 
construction and engineering sectors. 

Contact Kevin on 07968 163 905

Proskills role for Kevin About Proskills
Proskills is the Sector Skills 
Council (SSC) for the Process and 
Manufacturing sector, and acts as 
the employers’ voice in the skills 
arena.  The organisation aims to 
influence government policy to ensure 
that qualifications and delivery meet 
industry needs.  Proskills has secured 
funding to expand training provision 
for the sector and can advise on skills 
issues and what training is available to 
support development.  

For advice around skills or funding 
issues please contact the Northern 
Ireland Manager, Diane Weatherup,  
on 07795 011 812 or  
diane.weatherup@proskills.co.uk

What now? 

If you own any property assets, it is worth 
asking a specialist to carry out a review of 
your position. There is no limit on the number 
of years you can go back so if you bought 
something ten or twenty years ago, you can 
still make a claim.

Aubrey Calderwood is a Director at investment 
incentives consultants Capitus.  Contact Aubrey 
at calderwood@capitus.co.uk

Property, as an investment class, hasn’t had 
much to shout about over the past few years. 
The well documented boom years are long 
gone and many investors have experienced 
eye-watering reductions in the value of their 
properties. However, although these assets 
may have fallen in value, they still represent 
a huge opportunity for reducing their owners’ 
tax liabilities.

Capital allowances (which can be offset 
against tax liabilities) are available for 
investment in a wide variety of properties 
ranging from offices, hotels, pubs and 
industrial units, right through to the 
conversion of vacant space above shops 
into flats, furnished holiday lettings (FHLs) 
and “houses of multiple occupancy” (HMOs). 
However, the vast majority of investors (and 
that includes both professional commercial 
property investors and individual private 
investors) either under-claim capital 
allowances or they do not claim them at all! 

This means that there is a massive pot of 
tax relief just waiting to be claimed and, if 
you do so, it will result in either a repayment 
from HMRC for tax that has been overpaid in 

the past or it will reduce your tax liabilities in 
future years (and usually both).

How has this situation occurred?

It is primarily down to a lack of awareness 
of exactly what you may be entitled to claim 
because the rules relating to this area are 
complex and not fully understood. 

So, for example, if you have purchased an 
“old” building, you may assume that the value 
of the parts of the building that qualify for tax 
relief (the heating system, lighting installation, 
fire alarms, lifts, etc) are not worth very much. 
However, nothing could be further from the 
truth! 

It is not the age of the building that is 
important but what previous owners of the 
property have claimed. On many occasions, 
no one has previously claimed anything at all, 
leaving the way clear for you to now make a 
claim for those items.  And the good news is 
that the claim does not relate to original cost 
but is a proportion of the purchase price you 
have paid (up to 50% of the value) and that 
can amount to huge amounts of money!

Are you sitting on a goldmine 
of unclaimed tax relief?
By Aubrey Calderwood, Capitus

Aubrey Calderwood

Looking to the Future

adaptations made to computers with Zoom 
Text or larger screens, for example, will cause 
less eye strain and tiredness for all who use it.

As my mum does some work with Angel Eyes 
NI, I have also become involved. It’s good for 
me to see a little of what my parents had to 
cope with when I was younger. Of course their 
worry and mine is ‘What does the future hold 
for me?’

Kirsten will be helping our Chairman, Joanne 
Stuart, with her sponsored walk in support 
of Angel Eyes on 2 April when Joanne will 
walk a lap of Ormeau Park wearing special 
glasses that simulate a visual impairment 
that affects Joanne’s nephew.  To sponsor 
Joanne, go to http://www.justgiving.com/
IoDNI-Challenge-2011

The IoD Northern Ireland Charity of the Year, 
Angel Eyes Northern Ireland, supports children 
and young people with visual impairment.  
Kirsten is one of these young people and she 
gives her perspective on how her condition 
affects her life.

My name is Kirsten

I am 17 years old, registered partially sighted 
and attend a mainstream school.  I am 
currently studying Government and Politics, 
Maths and Media Studies at AS level after 
having successfully attained 8 GCSE’s.

I am hoping to go to university but haven’t 
quite made up my mind on which course 
to take. I have being doing a lot of work in 
school on careers and recently spend some 
time on Work Experience with the Equality 
Commission for Northern Ireland. Studying the 
literature on discrimination has given me the 
knowledge that although, like most people, I 
may find it hard to obtain work in the future I 
cannot be judged on my disabilities just my 
abilities.

Companies providing a good working 
environment for me will also be providing a 
better working environment for other staff as 

Kirsten Robson

Welcome to the members who have 
joined us since the last issue of IoD 
Northern Ireland News.

Armstrong, Darina - Progressive 
Building Society

Bennett, Aidan - Sectra Ltd

Cairns, Neil - BE Aerospace

Clarke, Clive - GSH Ltd

Connor, William - Sentinus

Foran, Ray - Resource

Freebairn, John - Nortel Networks 
Uk Ltd

Gildernew, Gerard - Cavanagh Kelly

Hogg, Lesley - AES Kilroot

Joffroy, Phillipe - Dow Chemical 
Services UK Ltd

Johnston, Liesa - Genesis Breads

Knox, Richard - Translink

Lynch, Shane - Northern Ireland 
Authority for Utility Regulation

McCall, Jim - Four Seasons Health 
Care Ireland
McCann, Bill - Londonderry Port
McCully, Amanda - Balmoral 
Healthcare Agency Ltd
Pannell, Roger - Unicorn Containers 
Ltd
Russell, Alana - John Burke & 
Company Ltd
Sheppard, Ian – Bank of Ireland 
Snoddon, Stephen - Diamond 
Electronic Systems Ltd
Spence, Mark - FPM Accountants 
LLP

All new members and members 
who have not yet attended a new 
member lunch are welcome to 
come along to one of the lunches, 
which are supported by Director 
Development Ireland.  Contact the 
IoD office or book online at  
www.iod.com/northernireland/events

Ian Sheppard

Ian is Head of Corporate Banking NI within the Bank 
of Ireland Group and has 15 years’ experience in 
Corporate Banking across all business sectors. In 
his current role Ian and his team, based in Belfast, 
provide a full suite of banking services to Northern 
Ireland’s corporates. 

He is a Chartered 
Accountant who 
qualified with Coopers & 
Lybrand where he spent 
considerable time on 
secondment to various 
high profile Coopers & 
Lybrand clients across 
a variety of sectors. He 
also spent two years 
on secondment to the 
Industrial Development 
Board for Northern 
Ireland as an Appraisal 
Executive.

New Members
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Dermalogica launches FITE

they wish to support with their purchases, 
and will be able to track the ongoing business 
activity of the specified woman entrepreneur, 
including the repayment of the loan.

Consumers are also able to make donations to 
the project via the FITE website: joinFITE.org 

Dermalogica, the international skin care 
company which provided gifts for delegates at 
this year’s Women’s Leadership Conference, 
has launched a new global initiative that will 
extend microloans to 25,000 women worldwide 
through FITE, the acronym for Financial 
Independence Through Entrepreneurship. 

This philanthropic initiative is based on the 
business model created by Dermalogica 
Founder Jane Wurwand, who herself could 
not get a $10,000 loan to start Dermalogica 
in 1986.  Since she founded the brand, 
Dermalogica has facilitated the education, 
professional development and financial 
success of more than 25,000 women in the 
skin care industry, as owners of businesses 
which offer professional skin care services. 
Those businesses in turn employ an additional 
75,000 professional skin therapists.

FITE draws upon this heritage of empowerment 
through the provision of global microloans to 
women entrepreneurs who otherwise would not 
have access to capital or credit.  Dermalogica 
is partnering the non-profit microfinance leader 
Kiva.org to help facilitate the loans through 
a unique website – www.joinfite.org, and to 
connect with women entrepreneurs in more 
than 50 countries worldwide. 

Dermalogica consumers worldwide will 
contribute to FITE in that when they enter 
a special numeric code printed on the 
FITE sleeve packaging of their product, 
Dermalogica will contribute $1 USD toward the 
microloan for a specified, qualified recipient. 
Consumers may choose the world-region as 
well as the particular type of industry which 

Member profile

David Wilson

David Wilson, Managing Director of 
Montalto, began his professional career as 
a Chartered Accountant with KPMG and 
latterly, a security firm where he progressed 
to the position of Chief Operating Officer.  
However, the opportunity to offer his 
historic family home as a unique and 
exclusive venue for bespoke events was so 
compelling that he now heads the team at 
Montalto.

Opened in late 2009, and situated in 
Ballynahinch, just 20 minutes drive from 
Belfast, Montalto is a private estate, spread 
over 400 acres.  Its rolling parkland, lake 
and wooded demesne afford the perfect 
setting for the magnificently restored late 
Georgian mansion.  Here, heritage and 
superbly chosen art fuse seamlessly with all 
of the modern luxuries of a five star hotel. 
The secure and private location presents 
the perfect setting for corporate, business, 
and leisure events, and David is insistent 
that every occasion is tailored to meet the 
individual client’s requirements.

A passionate believer in quality, David 
has recruited David Anderson, the former 
Household Manager at Hillsborough Castle 
to oversee operations, and in the short 
period since opening, Montalto has been the 
venue for several prestigious events.

Firmly committed to the view of Northern 
Ireland as an outstanding destination for 
business or leisure, he is determined that 
Montalto, with its unique distinctiveness will 
play its part in promoting that ethos.

Support the National Trust’s charity lunch at 
the Ulster Reform Club, Belfast, at which the 
guest speaker will be Margaret Mountford.  
The lunch is in aid of the development of the 
new visitor centre at the Giant’s Causeway, 
Northern Ireland’s only World Heritage Site.

Margaret Mountford (née Gamble) was born 
and brought up in Holywood and educated 
at Strathearn School in Belfast.  She studied 
French and German and law at Cambridge 
then worked at Herbert Smith, a major firm 
of lawyers in the City, ending up as a partner, 
specialising in corporate, commercial and 
corporate finance work.  

Since retiring from practice she has been 
a non-executive director of a number of 
companies and has gone back to university 
to study Classics. She is now studying for 
a PhD in Papyrology (studying documents 
written in Greek but found in Roman and 
Byzantine Egypt).  

She appeared in five series of “The 
Apprentice” TV programme as one of Sir 
Alan (now Lord) Sugar’s advisers.  

Numbers at the lunch are limited.  To secure 
your place contact Joy Hunter on 028 9751 
2350 or joy.hunter@nationaltrust.org.uk  
Tickets priced at £40.  All proceeds from the 
event will go towards the Giant Cause.  Further 
details are available at www.agiantcause.com

Member profile

Mark Spence

Mark Spence is a chartered accountant with 
some 20 years of experience in local and 
national consultancy with a specialism in 
supporting public sector procurement.  

Having worked within PwC consulting for 
10 years and more recently for Mazars, he 
has now joined FPM Accountants LLP, the 
local leading  independent accountancy 
and consulting practice, as a Director in the 
Consulting division based in Belfast.  His 
focus is on capital projects, procurement 
and wider public sector advisory with a remit 
to further expand FPM’s growth into the 
wider UK and European markets.  

In his career to date he has advised a 
wide range of leading clients in Scotland, 
England, Wales and Ireland including 
many of the most significant infrastructure 
developments in recent years such as the 
Invest NI HQ, Belfast Schools PPP, C2k, 
Enniskillen Hospital and Omagh Hospital, 
Dublin Criminal Courts and the setting up 
of Scottish Futures Trust.  Locally, his range 
of sectoral experience includes projects 
in the education, housing, health, ICT, 
accommodation, regeneration, sports and 
defence sectors.

Since joining FPM, Mark has led FPM’s 
recent appointments to the Department of 
Justice on capital projects and to the Irish 
Department of Transport on evaluation of 
outsourcing options.  

FPM Accountants LLP operates from 4 
offices across the island of Ireland and has 
been awarded a number of accolades in 
recent years including Accountancy Age UK 
Small Firm of the Year. 

Margaret Mountford 
makes Giant 
contribution - 9 June
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You may be sitting on a gold mine of unclaimed Tax Relief ...

Own a commercial property ? ...let us help you dig it up!

Capitus Investment Incentives Consultants 
London, Belfast, Birmingham and now in Dublin

Capitus
www.capitusgroup.co.uk
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sponsor  
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Long-standing IoD supporter 
Vodafone is sponsoring IoD 
Northern Ireland News for 
the coming year.  Head of 
Vodafone Northern Ireland, 
Pauline Quigley, says 
“Vodafone is totally committed 
to supporting business in 
Northern Ireland and we are 
pleased to be working with 
the Institute of Directors on 
this excellent publication 
which provides useful news 
and information for business 
leaders here.”

Pauline Quigley, Head of Vodafone NI, 
with Joanne Stuart, IoD NI Chairman




